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6 March 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Bill Uhrich, Louis Bevier, Dan Brauning, Frank Haas, Ned Johnson
FR: Laurie Goodrich

RE: Dusky Flycatcher Record

Because there has been a surge of interest in the Dusky Flycatcher record from Hawk Mountain,
and in the fate of the specimen, I have been conducting some sleuthing in and around Hawk
Mountain. I am sending each of you copies of the documentation I have in my files on the
specimen. And, I enclose in this letter, the results of my sleuthing to-date.

I have spoken to Fred Wetzel, Hawk Mountain’s assistant curator at the time of the bird’s arrival
at Hawk Mountain. Some of what I describe comes from him and most from Hawk Mt. notes
(see enclosed). I have also spoken with Richard Sharadin, who was the person who brought the
bird from Kutztown to Hawk Mountain and was serving on Hawk Mountain staff at the time. 1
am also intending to speak with Seth Benz who worked at Hawk Mt. from 1975 through 1984
when I arrived. Jim Brett, Phil Haas, and Cathy Viverette, all former staft from post-1970, all
have no recollection of this bird or its specimen. Alex Nagy, curator at the time, has passed
away.

The story as I know it is: The bird was found by Mr. Edwin Bieber on the seat of his truck inside
his shed on Christmas day, 1969 in Kutztown, PA (near Kutz’s Bridge, RD 3). He gave the dead
bird to Richard Sharadin, his son-in-law at the time. Richard says it was in great shape and
clearly only recently had died. Hawk Mountain journals report heavy snowfall for the period
leading up to the encounter. Notes from Alex Nagy are attached. The bird was originally
suspected to be a yellow-bellied flycatcher. Nagy phoned Earl Poole, who suggested he call
Chan Robbins for information on status in east (Chan’s letter is attached). A skin was prepared
by Fred Wetzel and he examined the crop, stomach, etc and found no evidence of it having fed
soon. The specimen was then sent to Dr. Johnson at the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology for
identification. In fall of 1970, Dr. Johnson wrote back with the determination that the specimen
was an immature female (probable female). The specimen, according to Johnson’s note, was
mailed back to the Sanctuary in the week following. Fred remembers that the specimen was
placed in the Hawk Mountain collection. Richard Sharadin has a vague recollection that the
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specimen was sent to the State Museum in Harrisburg, because Donald Heintzelmen was
working there at the time, and he had been a Hawk Mt. close friend at the time.

Richard says the staff here were not sure where to put the specimen. (Seth Benz may shed some
light on this part of the question..stay tuned). In early 1990s, the Sanctuary renovated its
basement room and had to get rid of some of the songbird specimens stored there. Most of the
birds, I recall, were old warbler specimens, possibly prepared by Fran Trembley. I do not
remember a flycatcher but I did not spend much time with these specimens. 1 think that Jim
Brett and Cathy Viverette were the ones that took the specimens somewhere, and my recollection
albeit vague, was that they were taken to the Academy of Sciences in Philadelphia. In the last
few days, I have thoroughly checked all Hawk Mt. specimens in Visitor Center and Common
Room and we do not have a flycatcher of any kind. It is my guess that if we took specimens
anywhere in 1990, we would have taken them to the Academy, the American Museum in NYC
or maybe the Carnegie (unlikely). The Academy is most likely as we sent birds there regularly.

If you want to talk with either Fred Wetzel or Richard Sharadin, their phone numbers are:
Richard: 610-683-6686; Fred Wetzel: 756-4325.

I would be interested in any other information that develops on the location of the specimen, so [
can update our own records. I will let you know if Seth Benz has any recollection to share. I will
also contact Don Heintzelmen.

Maybe someone should write a mystery novel on this one!

Sincerely,
Laurie Goodrich

Senior Naturalist

cc: file
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UNI'\'ERSiTY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

BERKELEY « DAVIS * IRVINE » LOS ANGELES * RIVERSIDE * SAN DIECO * SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA * SANTA CRUY

Reply to:

MUSEUM OF VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY
2593 LIFE SCIENCES BUILDING
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720

October 7, 1970

Mr. Frederick W. Wetzel

Assistant Curator

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association
Route 2, Kempton

Pennsylvania 19529

Dear Mr. Wetzel:

I have been in Peru for the past two months, and only now have
been able to examine your specimen of Empidonax sent in late
May. This one looks to me like Empidonax oberholseri, both from
the standpoint of general coloration and wing shape. It is
certainly not flaviventris. I am fairly certain that your bird
is an immature, that is,it was hatched perhaps six months prior
to having been found dead, and I also think it is very likely

a female rather than a male as labelled. This assumption is
based on wing shape, which in your bird is closest to the
pattern shown by immature females. There is some overlap here,
however, and it still could be an immature male. In any event
a winter specimen of Empidonax oberholseri is of considerable
interest from the eastern United States, and I trust that some~
one back there will prepare the information for publication.
Thank you indeed for letting me see this interesting bird. The
specimen will be packed for return via parcel post under in-
surance for $25.00 within the next few days.

Sincerely,

Wi K, S

Ned K. Johnson
Curator of Birds and
Associate Professor of Zoology

4 NKJ:o'c

oyxyguazvfg /xb££‘1%%U‘$“A”“’“‘é%£éézl;Z:’nwbzgzia Afph2£1; unmuzZ:;;g %&ﬁ%& /%%ﬂé%Pi



December 7, 1970

Mr. Chandler S. Robbins
7900 Brooklyn Bridge Road
Laurel, Maryland 20810

Dear Chan,

Perhaps you will recall that when
you werc here I meantioned that we had found
an nplidonux flycutcner on Christmas day in
196}, and vthat the specimen wus at that time
in Sae hunds oI Jr. Wed X. Jounson of the
University of Califormia for identification.
Well, the gpocimen 2as been returned, and it
tur-s out thut she oird is a dusxy flycatcher
Enpidonax obarholceri und not a1 yellow-balliasd
TIycatcher as we aad at f£irst suspacted. So
far a1g ;e cun ieteraine, tais iz the Jirzt
record [or thn bird in Zannsylvaaia, dbut

we ouli lixe co know zore £ tie geperal
stacus of she hird in tnz 233%. Je thousht
per:.ns you 2nsuld 3hnd soms light on tlais,

and any inrormation you mirht hove on previous
recori: or %hz dbird or whars2 e nighvt find
such information would b2 gr=utly appreciated.
We are nresently prepuring the inforzation

on our 3pecimen for publication.

You may be internsted to know
that our ogspray count for tae 2eacon hit
600~ hizhest ever in the s=xactuary’s kistory.

I look forward to hezring from you.

Sincerely

Lud



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
Migratory Bird Populations Station
Laurel, Maryland 20810

December 17, 1970

Mr. Fred W. Wetzel

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association
Route 2

Kempton, Pennsylvania 19529

Dear Fred:

Congratulations on your Dusky Flycatcher! This is the first record
east of the Mississippi and perhaps the first east of the States in
which the species breeds(

I am enclosing the range description from the AQU Check-List. I am
also enclosing a copy of the distribution section from Bent and
copies of two records from our files: one from Kansas the other
from Manitoba.

Apparently Godfrey in his Birds of Canada did not accépt Taverner's
report from the Auk.

Sutton in his Oklshoms Birds summarizes the status for Oklahoma and
surrounding States (see enclosed photocopy).

There is an old report for western South Dakota, but this has not
been cited by recent authors and apparently is not considered valid.

Congratulations on your very high Osprey count for this season:
Best wishes for a Merry Christmes and a Happy New Year.
Sincerely yours,

oA

Chandler S. Robbins, Chief
Non-Game Bird Studies

Enclosures

TELEPHONE 776-4880 (WASHINGTON EXCMANGE)
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DUSKY FLYCATCHER Empidonax oberholseri

Accidental

Edwin Bieber found a freshly killed flycatcher on the seat of his pick-up truck parked inside
a shed near Kutz’s Bridge, Kutztown R.D. 3, on December 25, 1969. He gave the bird to Richard
Shamdm,whobmnghxnmA!exNagyatHawkammnSancmmyfondmuﬁm Shamdm
said that the bird was in great shape and clearly had died only recently. FredWexzeipmpareda
study skin of the bird. His examination of the carcass showed the crop and stomach to be-empty,
but the bird did not appear to be emaciated even though the weather for the five days preceding the
find was characterized by cold temperatures and heavy snows.

The specimen was later sent to Dr. NedK.}ohnsan,cmmtcib&rdsandpm&sscrofzmlm

at the University of California at Berkeley, whoidamﬁedltasaDuskyFlymtdlu He writeson
October 7, 1970: ”I}moncbokswmﬁkcwdwmxobeﬁoﬁmbothﬁomthesmmmxof
general coloration and wing shape. ...] am fairly certain that your bird is an immature, that is, it was.
hatched perhaps six months prior to having been found dead, and T'aiso thinkitis very likely a
female. ... This assumption is-based on wing shape, which in your bird is closest 10 the pattern
shown by immature females. .. All other measurements are appropriate for oberholseri as well. In
‘colomonmdudmgpalcbwumandzble,ﬁnmham:mmaane&ﬁomMm
Chandler Robbins of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service reports in a-detter 1o

Wetzel dated December 17, 1970, that this is the first record of this species ffom eastof the =

Mississippi River and perhaps the first east of the states in which the species breeds: The Dusky- -

Fiycatcher breeds from the southern Yukon and nortiwestern and central Britah Colmbiasouth to.

smnhemCahfmkwmmsﬁomsomh&sthmmmroughmmMmufarMm
Unformmﬁelydlcspmenwas_j' ;
CmnmdmﬂymDWZS,l%e,DonaldHemudmancoﬂmdaﬂmmd&

Fiycatcher (Empidonax hammondsi) near Schriecksville, Lehigh County, formeﬁzstpmy;mmf o

record of this western Empidonax species (Heintzelman, 1968:512). This location is-less than 20
miles from where the Dusky Flycatcher was found. '
Thﬂemmdsmdxcatethamerecmbeahteaummnoreaﬂymnmmomemof )
somemmﬂycatchmtoﬂzemtemUnuedSmes
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Record No.:536-01-1969

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Tabulation Form - Round One

Species: Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri)

Date of Sighting: 25 December 1969 to 25 December 1969
Location: KUTZTOWN

County: BERKS

Observer(s): Edwin Bieber

Date of Submission: 2000
Submitted by: Bill Uhrich

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No
Member Class! | Class 1l CII?ISS f\l;f: Class Class Abstain
IV-B IV-C Class V
G. Armistead )<
D. Couchman
P. Hess X
R. Ickes 7\
B. Reid )(
M. Sharp 7’\
TOTALS | 2 f 2
DECISION
Comments: Specimen apparently lost ‘// 5 o 7T 2wd Rewwd
=

e
e } e
Signature (Secretary). <" /ZZ//%%/ i o
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